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Data protection notice
For data protection reasons the list of participants (names, institutions, positions etc.) of the
conference is not unveiled in this public report. For project monitoring purposes the personal data of
participants will be communicated to the European Commission upon request.

1.

BioRES – the project

Not only green colours but also green visions are what the BioRES project resembles. BioRES is a EUfunded project coordinated by Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
in cooperation with key actors for the promotion of woody biomass at European and local level in
Bulgaria, Serbia and Croatia.
The main objective of the BioRES project is to ensure a sustainable and environmentally sound concept
and well-structured supply chains, supported by Biomass Logistic and Trade Centres (BLTC). BLTCs are
regional hubs linking wood supply from forest owners, saw mills and other wood producers with
demand from bulk and small buyers. BLTCs organize provision, processing and dispatching of pellets,
woodchips and other woody bioenergy products. These services are often complemented by heat
contracting and maintenance. The focus lies on domestic market uptake with short transport
distances. BLTCs assure quality and negotiate delivery contracts. Thus, a reliable service along regional
value chains will develop.
BioRES supported setting-up such BLTCs in Bulgaria, Croatia, and Serbia. Starting points are web-based
marketing and sales platform with limited physical infrastructure. These can be successively extended
into a BLTC with its own production, storage and logistics facilities when the local market reaches
critical volumes allowing for the amortisation of investments. In the course of BioRES a total of 9 BLTCs
are going to be established, of which 7 will be BLTCs with infrastructure, one shop based and 1 web
based. Some of the BLTCs have already reached preparation state for certification while others are
currently under construction.
This success story is thanks to a strong consortium:










GIZ
AEBIOM
LWK Stmk
CARMEN e.V.
LUKE
KSSENA
REGEA
SERBIO
BGBIOM

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (Germany)
Association Europeenne pour la Biomasse (Brussels)
Landeskammer für Land und Forstwirtschaft in Steiermark (Austria)
Centrales Agrar-Rohstoff-Marketing-und Energie-Netzwerk (Germany)
Luonnonvarakeskus, Natural Resources Institute of Finland (Finnland)
Zavod Energetska Agencija za Savinjsko Salesko in Korosko (Slovenia)
Regionalna Energetska Agencija Sjeverozapadne Hrvatske (Croatia)
National Biomass Association Serbio (Serbia)
Nacionalna Asociacia po Biomasa (Bulgaria)
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2.

BioRES – the international conference (concept and general introduction)

BioRES decided to dedicate their final conference to the current debate about the future energy mix
in the EU. The conference was thus aptly called “Visions of Bioenergy – Bringing Local Initiatives to
Brussels”. The guiding question of the event was: How can the experience of BioRES be usefully applied
within the current policy context in the EU?
It is important to remember that bioenergy is the most important source of renewable energy in
Europe, having a key role to play in the future European energy mix. Most of the bioenergy consumed
in Europe comes from wood resources that are locally produced and utilised. In this context, the
development of bioenergy depends on the willingness of local communities to use it sustainably. The
local examples shown at the BioRES conference shed light on what the European Commission’s recast
renewable energy directive may imply in practice. The conference considered the place of bioenergy
in the renewable energy targets of the EU and the specific sustainability criteria that are suggested
herein.

2.1

Date and location

As grand finale of the BioRES project, the international conference on woody bioenergy took place at
the Representation of the Free State of Bavaria to the EU in Brussels on 11 May 2017. On behalf of the
BioRES project, it was organized by the European Biomass Association AEBIOM, which sent out
invitations to over 15,000 individuals in total (including members of the Directorate General for
Research and Innovation, which were responsible for funding research, innovation and market uptake
actions in the fields of bioenergy):
-

The original Save the Date on the 23rd of February;
The First invitation to register on the 22nd of March;
The second invitation to register on the 19th of April.

Other partners such as C.A.R.M.E.N. sent out invitations to 16,200 addresses and connected with other
organisations to post the event on their event calender as well (e.g. BINE-Informationsdienst).
Participants from all project stakeholder groups were invited via the BioRES website, the BioRES
partner’s own websites, via e-mail, newsletters and partners social media. For instance the AEBIOMs
twitter activities on the conference received 74 likes in total and 182 re-tweets. Additionally a
conference website was launched (http://www.visionsofbioenergy.eu), where all interested
participants could register themselves. It was widely shared by all partners in their networks to reach
a broad audience. The official invitation to the conference is included in English language in the Annex.

2.2

Speakers

Partners invited international guest speakers who presented BioRES related topics. The speakers
represented different target groups of the BioRES project and provided a wide range of lessons learnt
from different points of view on the use of biomass and dispelled some myths regarding this topic.
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Name
Barbara Schretter
(Director)

Organization
Representation of the Free
State of Bavaria to the EU

Session
Welcome: When Local
Bioenergy Initiatives Have an
Impact

Christina Calderón
(Market Intelligence Director)
Bernd Kuepker
(Policy Coordinator)
Fanny-Pomme Langue
(Policy Director)
Miapetra Kumpula-Natri
(MEP)
Dan Burgar
(Policy Officer)

AEBIOM

Timo Määttä
(Senior Expert)
Vilma Gaubyte
(Director)

Motiva

Christian Metschina
(Head of Department)

Styrian Chamber of Agriculture
LWK Steiermark

Velimir Segon
(Deputy Managing Director)
Christian Letalik
(Project Manager)
Marco Palazzetti
(CEO)

REGEA

Pablo Rodero
(Project Manager)

AVEBIOM

European Bioenergy: Myths,
Realities & Future Visions
The Winter Package-The
European Commission’s Views
Industry Views on The Winter
Package
A Vision of the Future Role of
Bioenergy in Europe
EU Forest Strategy and
Sustainable Forest
Management
Sustainable Bioenergy
Production in Practice
Transformative Effects of
Policy: The Example of
Lithuania
Benefiting from Local
Bioenergy Initiatives: Styria,
Austria
Pokupsko-Transferring
Austrian Practices to Croatia
Bioenergy in Bavaria: The
Strength of Local Initiatives
The Consumer’s Dilemma:
What Keeps us from
Embracing Bioenergy
Knowledge is Power: The
“Biomasa en Tu Casa”
Campaign
Creating Regional Hubs for
Consumers with BLTCs

Vojislav Milijic,
(Vice President)
Table 1: List of speakers

European Commission,
DG ENER
AEBIOM
S&D, Finland
European Commission,
DG Agri

LITBIOMA

C.A.R.M.E.N.
Palazzetti

SERBIO

The conference also gladly welcomed Ms. Maria Georgiadu (DG for Research & Innovation) as
additional speaker.
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2.3

Concept

In November 2016, DG ENER published the so-called “winter package”, a re-cast of the central energy
related directives of the EU. This winter package also included stricter sustainability criteria for
bioenergy. BioRES with its distinct local focus on establishing BLTCs in Bulgaria, Croatia and Serbia was
well placed to assess these proposals from a practical and local perspective. What are the implications
of the proposed provisions on promoting bioenergy on the ground? Are the provisions well crafted to
promote a sustainable generation and consumption of bioenergy? Or would actors of the bioenergy
value chain perceive them as unnecessary bottlenecks?
The agenda, which is represented in the annex, was split into four thematic blocks:
-

Block 1 included 3 interactive presentations from high-level experts about “Policy Visions of
Bioenergy” and an input from a Member of the European Parliament
Block 2 “Effects of Policy Implementation on Local Bioenergy Initiatives” discussed the EU
forestry strategy and presented first local experiences from Finland and Lithuania

As most participants haven´t yet visited a biomass logistic and trade center, BioRES offered a very
special experience during lunch break: A 360 degree video to be viewed in individually received
cardboard VCR glasses.
The afternoon program began by taking the virtual biomass farm visitors to an even more practical
level by explaining how bioenergy initiatives could be locally implemented.
-

-

Block 3 on “Local Projects, Regional Impacts” gave a good insight about how project
development and knowledge transfer successfully worked on local level in Austria, Germany
and Croatia.
Block 4 “The Switch from Fossil Fuels to Bioenergy” addressed the barriers to customers
converting to biomass as well as how to overcome these with smart and innovative
communication campaigns. This block was ended with a word on dynamic, simple and
innovative business models for bioenergy.

The conference was then closed with an outlook on the very important switch from fossil fuels to
bioenergy.
Moderator of the first two sessions and the plenary discussions after each thematic block was Frank
Mischler (GIZ). Jean-Marc Jossart (AEBIOM) led the two afternoon sessions and wrapped up the
conference. Simultaneous interpretation from English to Bulgarian and Serbian language was offered
for the entire event.
All presentations are available for free download in English language on the conference website and
soon on the project website as well (http://www.visionsofbioenergy.eu/) (http://bioresproject.eu).
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3.

BioRES – the international conference (presentations and discussions)

3.1 Theme Block 1: Policy Vision of Bioenergy
The opening words were addressed by Barbara Schretter, director of the Representation of the Free
State of Bavaria to the EU, who has kindly made the venue available for the BioRES international
conference. She particularly expressed the importance of bioenergy in Bavaria.
First speaker at the conference, Cristina Calderón (AEBIOM) highlighted some key bioenergy statistics
that focus on responding to common misconceptions about the production and use of solid bioenergy
in Europe. She presented the bioenergy sector as the main energy sector contributing to lower energy
dependency and better social-economical balance.
As Bernd Kuepker (European Commision, DG ENER) picked up the strong baseline and emphasized the
main outcomes of the proposed Clean Energy Package, with a focus on bioenergy provisions. He gave
an interesting outline of where the European Commission sees the place of bioenergy within the
energy mix and put a strong emphasis on the vital importance of bioenergy especially for rural areas.
As a convincing argument against the critics, he presented the EU’s approach to differentiate between
the agricultural and the bioenergy sector with specific required sustainability criteria.
Furthermore, Fanny-Pomme Langue (AEBIOM) presented an industry perspective of the sustainability
requirements on bioenergy in the Clean Energy Package, illustrating the main content and industry can
benefit from it. She underlined the importance of understanding the reality of bioenergy – dispelling
common myths that could have negative impacts on an industry that is so important in the European
renewable energy mix.
This was followed by Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (MEP, Finland), who presented her vision of the
potential of bioenergy and their power to transform local communities and regions. She drew a
scenario of what might happen if the use of bioenergy will be restricted largely. Thereby she
considered the future role of bioenergy in the European energy mix and the benefits of bioenergy to
the development and sustainability of the continent’s energy supply, with a special focus on the
multiplying benefits of local bioenergy production and use. Her argumentation that a drastic
improvement of forest management needs to be implemented can be brought into close relation with
her statement that the Paris role is currently not being followed in the EU. She also acknowledged the
attractiveness in political discussions of all other renewables but that actually bio economy is a
stringent matter that needs to be stressed far more.
Final words of the session were held by Maria Georgadiu (Directorate-General for Research and
Innovation), who spoke about the main selection criteria of the BioRES project and possible increased
EU support for bioenergy. She announced that bioenergy projects can expect further support from the
EU Research and Innovation Program Horizon 2020.
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3.2 Theme Block 2: Effects of Policy Implementation on Local Bioenergy Initiatives
The second theme block started with Dan Burgar (DG AGRI), who outlined the EU Forest Strategy
highlighting the already-in-place provisions that ensure the sustainability of bioenergy. One of his main
premises for successful and sustainable forest is forest management, which is closely linked with the
sustainable use of bioenergy.
Timo Määttä (Motiva) presented current sustainability methods and schemes that are actively
implemented in Finland. He focused on the different levels of controls that ensure sustainable
practices and showed how EU guidelines were adopted and implemented. His main selling point was
showing the audience a way in which the production of bioenergy naturally follows sustainability
principles, for instance the very local nature of bioenergy provision (eg the relative small radius for
biomass transportation)
Vilma Gaubyte (LITBIOMA) then demonstrated how the right policies can transform the local and
regional energy mix. She gave the example of Lithuania on how solid biomass can replace fossil fuels
and enable energy independence in the heating sector. Vilma presented Lithuania’s transformation to
bioenergy heating and the transformative effects that the policies had in transitioning the heating
sector. She strongly argued that the involvement in bioenergy created space to start local business
opportunities within the country and as a result provided stable energy sources.
Frank Mischler (GIZ), project coordinator of BioRES moderated each Session and stimulated reflection
and discussion within the audience
3.3 Virtual journey to BLTC Leoben
Shortly before lunch break, all participants and speakers were asked to take out their cardboard VR
goggles they had received beforehand. Frank Mischler and the speakers from the penal session
assembled them together with the audience and then watched the 360-degree video, which is also
made available for the public on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSHfWQfkPcY) and
can be found on the BioRES website (http://bioresproject.eu/). With the video, the viewers were
teleported to the Austrian BLTC Leoben and got to experience a short tour with their virtual guide
Christian Metschina (LWK Stmk). The audience reacted very positively on this innovative feature of the
conference. This and other impressions of the conference were captured in chapter 4 and the photo
gallery provided by AEBIOM (see chapter 6).

3.4 Theme Block 3: Local Projects, Regional Impacts
Christian Metschina (LWK Styr), who had guided the audience before in the 360-degree video through
the Austrian BLTC, then showed Austria’s successful process of setting up Biomass Logistic and Trade
Centres in Styria after lunch break. He demonstrated the multiple social, economic and environmental
benefits that have been enjoyed by the local communities and the region. His main argument for
working with bioenergy was the solution-oriented approach they used to give a voice to forest owners
and stimulate industry while generating sustainable forests.
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Velimir Segon (REGEA) demonstrated how the BioRES project has facilitated the transfer of knowledge
and best practices, especially for the establishment of successful Biomass Logistic and Trade Centres
(BLTCs), from other European countries, such as Austria, to Croatia. Among others, he presented the
EUSEW 2016 Award winning case of Pokupsko.
A local perspective was then presented by Christian Letalik (C.A.R.M.E.N.), who drew from his practical
experience in Bavaria and focused his presentation on how local bioenergy initiatives have grown to
make a real difference in the region of Bavaria.
3.5 Theme Block 4: The Switch from Fossil Fuels to Bioenergy
Marco Palazzetti (Palzzetti) took a look at the barriers to customers converting to biomass installations
over fossil fuel-based installations. He advised the audience with some suggestions on how to
overcome these barriers and make proposals to make it easier for consumers to switch.
In addition to that Pablo Rodero’s (AVEBIOM) presentation focused on the successful communications
campaign ‘Biomasa en tu casa’ that has been rolled out in Spain. He not only addressed the lack of
consumer Information/knowledge of options for renewable heating, but also explained how the
benefits of bioenergy can best be communicated in an innovative and effective manner.
Thirdly Vojislav Milijic (SERBIO) put forward his thesis why Biomass Logistic and Trade Centres are the
answer to increasing the uptake of woody bioenergy, both on a local and regional level. In conclusion,
it was stated that they are not only dynamic but at the same time simple and innovative, with sound
business models.
Jean-Marc Jossart (AEBIOM) moderated the theme blocks and plenary discussions after lunch. In his
closing words he emphasized the importance of local initiatives in achieving the National and EU
Renewable energy targets as well as the multiple benefits local projects can bring, e.g. job creation
(bioenergy created 7 times more jobs than fossil fuels in Austria).
For the after event, all participants were invited to stay for a round of cocktails and once again engage
into conversations and networking activities with speakers and project partners.
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4

Participation

A total of 211 experts and stakeholders from 28 different countries registered online for the event
via the conference website.

Figure 1: Registrations per country

The high number of registrations highlights the importance of the bioenergy topic and shows the
relevance of the BioRES project. If the registration rate is seen in relation to its dissemination impact
it can be expected that Social shares, PR mentions and general word of mouth will increase and create
amazing intangible benefits for the bioenergy sector. By receiving post-event promotion and
publication in the media, the BioRES conference contributed to boosting the chances of securing
interest for future bioenergy events.
Contents of the conference were determined based on specific learning objectives of target groups
and complied with the objectives of the training within the project. In accordance with that, the
themes were selected and the focused determination of the project leaders can be made responsible
for the great registration numbers.
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Figure 2: Stakeholder groups represented by participants at the conference

To enhance its cross-sector and multi-level impact BioRES followed this approach by involving a wide
range of local stakeholder groups and beneficiaries. Actors in the forestry and energy sector in all EU28
Member States been invited to the International Conference, to benefit from the European-wide
dissemination and multiplication of successful BLTC business models developed and implemented in
the context of BioRES. The different stakeholder groups represented by participants (Figure2)
resemble the multi-actor approach of BioRES.
Representatives of the following BioRES target groups attended the international conference:







Political stakeholder and decision maker
Management of public district heating and power generation utilities
Local communities
Energy user
Investors and operators of BLTC
Actors in the forestry and energy sector

Representatives from all project partners were present at the conference and some took up the role
as speaker and moderator on stage.
For data protection reasons the list of participants (names, institutions, positions etc.) of the
conference is not unveiled in this public report. For project monitoring purposes the personal data of
participants will be communicated to the European Commission upon its own request in due
confidential project reports.
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During and after the conference participants, speaker and host exchanged their opinions on how
successful the conference turned out. The overall feedback was very positive as can be also shown
with the responses participants gave in the online evaluation form e.g. :
“Besides the program the event gave enough room for conversations between the participants. Also
the interactive parts with the surveys and 360° video created an open atmosphere.”
“It was very innovative and informative. The atmosphere was relaxed and friendly.”
“The venue and the video made the event really stand out.”
“Varying program, professional organization and wonderful Location”
Participants seemed to have not only highly appreciated the quality and insightful presentations but
also the information provided seemed to have fulfilled their expectations.
A feedback questionnaire was released to all registered participants. Completion of the questionnaire
was voluntary and anonymous. The first 4 questions were obligatory and the last 2 were optional.
The mixture of participants with and without prior experience in bioenergy provided a sound platform
for the fruitful exchange of concepts and ideas between experts looking at woody biomass from
different perspectives.

4.

Conclusions and recommendations

The high number of participants from all over Europe shows that woody bioenergy is a pertinent topic,
not only in the BioRES partner countries. Representatives from 28 countries took part in the
conference demonstrating the high need for information, knowledge sharing and active
communication between experienced experts in Europe and beyond. In particular, the conference
facilitated exchange between experts from mature biomass markets and stakeholders from less
developed markets. The conference provided a comprehensive overview about the current situation
of bioenergy and its development in different European countries, the specific national obstacles, as
well as the common opportunities and chances.
Participants benefited from the conference and speakers were impressed by the active participation
of the audience during and after their presentation. Discussions, not only during the official sessions,
but also during breaks were very intensive and all participants used the event for networking amongst
each other.
The conference as the most prominent event organized during the BioRES project marked also the
success of the project: BioRES training materials and the exchange of experience contributed very well
to a better understanding of bioenergy in the partner countries and provided a strong impulse for
further market uptake of woody biomass in the partners’ countries and beyond.
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5.

1

Photo documentation1

Photo 1 Speaker Barbara Schretter welcoming speech

Photo 2 Moderator Frank Mischler (GIZ) opening the
conference

Photo 3 Speaker Christina Calderón presenting the results
of the interactive question on bioenergy

Photo 4 Participant asking a question

Photo 5 Speaker Bernd Kuepker (European Commission)

Photo 6 Speaker Fanny-Pomme Langue (AEBIOM)

Copyright Jean-Baptiste Boucher (AEBIOM)
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Photo 7 Speaker Maria Georgiadu (DG for Research &
Innovation)

Photo 8 First panel discussion with MEP Miapetra
Kumpula-Natri

Photo 9 Panel discussion

Photo 10 Coffee break

Photo 11 Speaker Dan Burgar (DG Agri)

Photo 12 Interpreters

Photo 13 Speaker Timo Määttä (Motiva)

Photo 14 Question revealed with voting tool
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Photo 15 Speaker Vilma Gaubyte (LITBIOMA)

Photo 16 Participant asking a question

Photo 17 Audience answering interactive question on
mobile device

Photo 18 Moderator and speakers assemble VR goggles
together on stage

Photo 19 Participant watching the 360-degree video

Photo 20 Participant watching the 360-degree video
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Photo 21 Speakers preparing the VR goggles

Photo 22 Participant watching the 360-degree video

Photo 23 Interpreters watching the 360-degree video

Photo 24 Participant preparing to watch 360-degree
video

Photo 25 Moderator Jean-Marc Jossart (AEBIOM)

Photo 26 Speaker Christian Metschina (Lwk Styr)

Photo 27 Speaker Velimir Segon (REGEA)

Photo 28 Participant asking a question
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Photo 29 Speaker Christian Letalik (C.A.R.M.E.N.)

Photo 30 Speaker Marco Palazzetti (Palazzetti)

Photo 31 Speaker Pablo Rodero (AVEBIOM)

Photo 32 Speaker Vojislav Milijic (SERBIO)
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Photo 33 group picture BioRES consortium members

Annex
1. Agenda
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Page 1 Agenda2

2

(MEP) Elisabeth Köstinger was replaced on short notice by (MEP) Miapetra Kumpula-Natri
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2. Rollup concept
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3. Design conference bags

Front side of bag

Back side of bag

4. “Visions of Bioenergy” registration form

Form available under https://form.jotform.com/70583283392966
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5. Speaker presentation template

Slide 1

Slide 2

Slide 3
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6. Booklet
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7. Participant list
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